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EXECUTION COUNTERPARY aiams
,  AGREEMENT Secreta \.
" | oaPiaFc Sendpe Cammason

THIS AGRREMENT is mads by and betwaen BeflBouth Telscommunioations,
ino,, {“BeliBouth®), a Georgls corporation, and MCimetrc Accass Tranamission
Sarvices, Ino. {"MCIm”), & Delaware corptration, and shall be desmed effective as
of May 1B, 1808. This agredmaent msy refer to either Bell8outh or MCim or both as
a “perty®:or “parties.” ; ;

WITNEBSETH

WHIEREAS, Be!!South is an inoumbsht local sxchange telecommunioations
company .authorized to provide telacommunloations services in the states of Floride,
Qeorgla, North Caroling, South Carolina, Alabama, Mississipp!, Loulalana,
Tennesseh and Kentucky; and - .

w:jaasn, MCim s & losal exohange tslecommunications company

suthorized to provide telecoinmuniostions ¢ervices in the states of Fiorida, Qeorgla,
North Carpling and Tennessge with eppliostions pending or sxpactsd to be tlied In
the remaiding BeliSouth states; and ~

i
WHEREAS, while BellBouth and MCIm have difering positions on important
businsss gnd polioy lesuss r’o»dlnn the appropriate terms and oonditiona of
interconngotion of their respuctive facilities, they each navartheless belleve that it Is
to thelr mytual benefit to refich en expeditious short term agresmaent on terms snd
oonditlons 1or Interoonnection 8o that thelr respective outtomers may communicats
with each |other; snd :

REAS, the pmhh bagsn negotinting prior to the effective date of the
Telscommpnioations Act of 1988 (*Act®) ahd have resched egresment to govern
thelr relationahip for the twg yeer period commencing with the eftective dete of this
Agresment on a number of Rems, such as Imteroonnaction, resiprocal
compe on, Interim number portabllity, apcess to 811/E011 services, matters
releting to directory listings and directory distribution, interohangs of locsl 800
trattic, usd of BellBouth’s lide Information database (“LIDB"), and access to
BeliBouth’s 587 databass, B the extent conteined In this Agresment; and

. WHERBAS, the perti | acknowiedge that the foflowing itema shall not be
3 deemad to!be inoluded In this Agresment (elther by themselves or to the extent
such iteme_sre an slement gf the ltema raferred to In the preceding sentence) and
are therefore subject to further negotiation: resals of looal sxohange servios,
, provision oY unbundied loops, prevision of uhbundied transport services, provision

of unbundlpd switohing services, and any other item that sither party may conaslder
to be required by the Aot; and :
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EAQ, the partltz agres that this Agresment ghall ba filed with the
sppropriate state commisslons in complianoe with Beotion 252 of the Act; and

BAS, the pertiss recognize thét negotiations will be required to reach a
comprehensive agresmant that satisfies the terma of Bections 261and 282(d) of

the Aot at\d have commenodd good faith nagotiations toward such
oomproho;nslvo agresmant; and

w A8, to the oxﬂnt that renegotistion ef the tems contained herein Is
necessary to bring sbout & apmprehensive agresmaent the parties may modify the
terms refipcted In this Agru‘mnt; and

WHEREAS, once the parties have resched sush s comprehensive agresment
the pertiss will file the agrasment with the appropriste state commissions under
Seotion 282 of the Act; @

WHEREAS, the purt':t agree that further guidelines from the Federal
Communi¢ations Commissich as a result of CC Docket §6-88 on the items
contalned In this Agresmant may require the parties to further negotiate sald items;

]
NOW THEREFORE, in bonsideration of the mutual agreements contained
herein, BeliSouth and MCim agree as follows:

. ‘l’or}n of the A.rnmﬁt: Regulatory 'chmn Adjustments
A. Tha term of this A"mmont ehall bs two years, beginning May 15, 1968,

B fho perties agree that (1) If the Federal Communications Commiselon
{*FCC") of & state public utilities commissian or other stete or local body having
Jurisdiction over the subject matter of this Agresment (“State Authority”) finde that
the terma of this Agresment ere inconsistent in one or more meterlal respacts with
any of ite br thelr respectiva decisions, ruleb or ragulations promulgated, or (2) If
the FCC of a Stete Authority preempts the sffect of this Agresment, then in the
svent of the osourrence of (1) or (2), whioh ocourrence Is final and no fonger
subject to administrative or Judiolal review, the parties shall Immadiately commencs
good faith negotistions to epnform this Agresment with any such decision, ruls,
regulation ior preamption. The revieed agreement shall have an effective date that
oointides Wwith the efiective;date of the original FCC or Btats Authority’s sotion
giving rlu;to such negotiatibns. The parties agree thet the rates, terms and
conditions of any new agresment shall not be applied retroactively to any period
prior to sukh effective date, '

.I
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' t t e

C. In the svent that BdiBouth provides Intersonnection end/or tamperary
number partabliity errangemefite via terlff or has or enters into an interconnection
and/or temporary number porjabliity agresment with another entity, BellSouth will
permit Mdim an opportunity t Inspact sweh teriff or agrasment and upon MCim
request B¢liSouth will Immediately offer MGim an agreement on the same materlal
terme with effeat from the date BeliBouth firet made such taritf effective or entered
into such grrangemant and for the remaindér of the term of this Agreement. The

othar items oovetred by this ﬂ.r»m.nt end not covered by such taritf or agresment
shall remain uneffected and o to such [teme this Agresment shall remain in etfect,

D. In the svent that BgliSouth le nqimod by an FCC or a State Authority
declsion of order to provide ahy one or morp terms of interconnection or other
matters odvered by this Agrasmant that individually differ from any one or more
corresponging terme of this Agresmant, MCIm may slect to amend this Agresment
to refisct ail of such differing tarms (but not less then all) contsined In such
deolsion oi order, with effect( from the date MClm maekes such slection. The other

ltems covéred by this Agresrnent and not opvered by such decision or order shall
remsin ungffected and es to such lteme this Agresment shall remaln in effect.

; '
.  Soope of the Agresm
A. This Agreamant will govarn the interoonnsotion strangements between
the parties to fecllitete the Interconnsotion of their facllitiss and the connaction of
local and ihterexchangs tratfi Initially in the states of Florids, Georgla, Tennesses,
Alsbama, §nd North Caroling. The parties agree that additional states may be edded
to the Agrpement on the same terms oontsined herein upon mutual sgresmant,
which agrgement will not untesaonably be withhaeld, The torm of this Agreement
shell remaln 2 years from thﬁ dete set forth In Section I.A. above even for any such
additional ptates. . ~

, .
B. Upon the exeoutior of this Agresment by both parties, MCim agrees that
during the period that this Apmmont Is In gffeot MCim shall not argue for d!fferent
treatment pf interoonnaction:and temporary leos! number portebliity (and It
necessary Wil modify existiig positions) before the state commissions In the etates
covered by this Agresment; provided, thet MCim ahall net be preciuded from
malntainlnk sny positions In; Flerida snd Tennsssss nor from maintaining In sny
forum that the appropriste ﬁrlolng stenderd for transport, coliocation and other
network sigments that may be included In this Agreement shall bs eocerding the
standerde ot out in Seotion 2362 of the Telecommunioationa Aot of 1888. Bubject
to the forsgoing, the pmh’jnm that nothing in this Agresment shall have the
otfact of preventing MCim from actively partioipating In sny reguistory prooseding.

: ?
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k

.  Looal interconneotion
] .
A. The perties sgres for the purpose of this Agresment only that looal

"Interoonrisction Is defined a4 the delivery of looal traffic 90 be terminated on each

party’s kacal network so thel customers of either party have the abllity to reach
oustomers of the other party, without the use of any sccess cods or substantia!
delay In t,hn processing of the cell. The phlu further agree that the sxchange of
traftic on BeliSouth's Area Servipe, Extended Calling Service, and other
toll substitute celling routes jphall ba conslgered local trattic. The delivery of locs!
traffic shill be reciprocal, oompenasation shall be a fiat psr minute uniform and
mutus! rate based on BeliSoyth's local switching rates with averaged transport
distances, The mutual rate shell not include the Cerrier Commen Line and
Intaroonnsction charges, whish charges will not be assessed by either party. The
state cpotmo local interoonnection rates are ae delinested on Attachment “A°
incorporated hersin by thie rhference.

B partiss acknowledge that the quality, elethents, and costs of local
Interoonngction oan vary, bul that, for the purposes of this Agreament only, the
perties wiil average the rateq for both tendsm and end office switohing
configurations and for tr rt distances in the development of the mutua! end
reciprocsi rate described In gubasation (A}, sbove.

. i} .

C. In order to mitigatd the potential ddverse Impsot on either party which
might ocour aa a result of an imbalance of terminating loce! tratfic between the
parties, néither party ehall bé requited to odémpensate the other for more then up to
108% of the totsl minutes of use of the pirty with the lower minutes of use In the
same month, This cap shalllapply to the total iocal minutes of use osloulsted on a
ocompany-wide basla for nn“ stete having an expliolt traftic exchange rate covered
by this Agresment. y

D. *ttabllthing POls |

{1) The parties shall
other's natworks. MCim e
acoess taridermn serving the |
MCim, ME! may designate
BeliGouth wlill not unress.
BeliSouth may designate a FO1 at one or mére of MCim's looa! switohing centers
within esch LATA In which ,Mclm is providing [ocal service. i no MCim local
swlitohing benter (e located Vyithin such LATA, the parties will arrange & POl at @

nete points of interconnection {“POls”) on each
| st & minimum designate a PO! st each BeliSouth
cal calling sres of the sxchanges baing satved by
itional POIs within a BellBouth loca! calling ares and

. e e e e
-
»

] i

ly refuse to intaraconnect at sach such designaeted POI,

.19
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mutually dgreed paint wlthln}uoh LATA. MCim wil not unreasonably retuse to
interoonngct at & POI designiited by BeliSouth,

- b )

(2) Ench party shall by responsible f9r routing eells to the POI for termination
via the other’s facllities. Eegh party shall bear its own costs related to instaiiation
st the POl. MCim may estalflish POIs on the BellS8outh network via s negotiated
expanded intsroannestion arfangsmaent or via leased transport between the MCim
natwork ahd the BellSouth secess tandem, BellSouth mey establish POIs on the
MCIm network vis sn expanded interoonnebtion errangsment st an MCim local
switohing centar or via leaseg transport betwesn an MCim expanded intersonneot
errangemint and an MCIm idos! switching benter, The parties may oharge thelr
teriffed or cther generally eviilable rates for the expanded Intersonnaction

srrangemgnts and leasad transport they may scquire from onae another in order to
establish tha POI, ] _

| .

($) MCim will compaerisate BeliSouth for terminating loca! tratfic which is
deiivered 4t the POI for termiination on BeliBouth's network or other subtending
networks |n accordsnce with Bections lil.A,, II1.B. and 1il.C., above, BeliBouth will
compenaate MCIm for terminating local tratfic which le delivered at the POI for
termination on MCIm's natwork in aocordahce with 8eotions fIl.A., 1il.B. and 1II.C.,
above. Exospt as provided in Section IV, no rate slements other than those
speoified In Bections lILA., H1.B, end 11I.C shall apply to terminating local traffle.
Neither carrier shall Impose sny charge for Ysllvery of originating traffic to the POI
(except that the parties will sompensate each other for intraLATA 8OO service and
similar called-party-pays servioes at their intrastate switched access rates).

{4) Rither party may use the PO for the Intersonnsction of other types of
uerou, uoh 8s toll services, subjeot to the appliceble rates for suoh
intefoonngdetlion, :

e fmnklna end |andlng

(1) {a) The party recelving traffla for terminstion oan elect to recelve the
traftic in one of two ways: () sepsrate trunke for local and non-lacel;
or (b) on combjned trunks; provided that separats trunk groups shall
be utiiized whare the dellvering party Is unable to furnish an auditeble
peroent looal ugage ("PLU") fabtor to the party recelving the traffic on
8 quarterly basis. !

(b) If dirsct end office trunking with combined trunka Is used (see
(IL.E.(3) below), the parties will cooperatively develop a procadure for
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eocurately detefmining the smount of interLATA sccess traffio for
. proper applioatipn of switohed aocess oharges.
]

(2) h‘ho parties may ues either one v(hv or two way trunking or s
combinatibn, as mutuslly qzad. :

¢ ‘ ¢
(8) | Trunking con be edtablished to tendems or end offioes or @ combination
as mutually agresd. Nermally, trunking will be at the D8-1 level, On s trunk group
specific bisis, the partiss may agree to eathblish trunking at higher (a.g., D8-3)
fevels. inktlal trunking will by esteblished between the MCim looal awitching

centers arid the Bell South aposss tandems. The parties wili utlllze dirsot end offlce
trunking uhder the following:bonditions:

(a) BeliBouth tapdem exhaust - If & BeliSouth aooess tendem to whioh
MCim lu Intereannected (s unable to, or Is forecasted to be unable to,
support additional traffic loads for any period of tims, the parties wlll

mutually agree én an end offioe trunking plan that will alleviate the

tendem oapacity shortage and ensure completion of treffic between
MCim snd B8T subscribers.

. [

(b) Trafflo volul!\o - The partisy shall instal! and retain direct end office
trunking suffiolgnt to handle adtual or reasonably forecast treffic
volumea, whichbver le greater, between an MCim local switohing
osnter and a BallSouth snd offiee where tratfic batwesn such points
exceads or Is fdfeeast to axoedd 128,000 minutes of local treffic per
month. The parties will instell additional capacity between such points
when overflow graffic betwesn the MCim switching center and

- BaliSouth sccess tendem exoesds or Ia forscest to excesd 128,000
minutes of local traffic psr month,

{c) Mutuas! agre yment - The plftlﬂ may Install direct end office
trunking upon tie mutual agreement in the absenos of oonditione (a) or
" {b) above and spresment will not unressonsbly be withheld, ‘

(4) Thm will bs no ol,!axoo for the tiunklnu to either the tandem or end
offios other than those estsbiished in Seoticn Il D.(2).

(8) The partisa will prgvide common $hennel eignaling (*CCS") to one
another, ot no chargs, in oonjunction with all locsl and transit trunk groups. The
parties wl& cooperate In the sxehange of TCAP messages to faclilitate full
interoperabllity of CC8-based festures batwsen thelr rupoctlvc_ netwerks, including

i

4o v — e ea————
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oli CLASS features and funcfions, to the dxtent sach carrier offers suoh features
and functions to ite own end users, :

(GLTM parties wili covperate to jom\plun for the deployment of
intercompany 64 Kbps per sscond olear efranns! cspabliity,

L}
]

M
.

F. Trunk foreaseting

* thelr intetaonnaction and traffio requiremants In sufficlent detall to sssure trettic
completicn to and from all aystomers within the appropriste calling areas.
, k :
0. INttwork Managempnt

Th; parties shall pcrlo'ilonllv oxohnnz,m teohniosl desoriptions and forecasts of

{1) The parties agres t6 work coopeiatively to install and maintain rellable
interoonngcted telscommunipations networks, including but net limited to, the
sxohangs of appropriste Informstion concerning network changes that affeot
eervices tp the other party, maintenance contact numbers and escalation
proosdures. :

1 .
(2) 'The interoonnection of all networke will be based upon accepted
industry/nationsl guidelines for transmission standarde and tratfic blooking eriterla,

(3) The parties will work cooperatively to apply sound network mansgemsnt
principles by Invoking approgriste network managemant controls, e.g., oall gapping,
to alleviate or prevent netwark congastion.

(4) 'xoopt as provided.for In Bection ill. D.(2) neither party will chargs the
other reconfiguration chargey for new Installetions &t existing POIs.

(8) The parties agres to provide sech other with the proper call information,
Le., origindted call party nu \w and destingtion eall party number, CIC, end 022,
including a|l proper trensiations for routing etwaesn netwoerks and sny information
necsssary for bliling where BeliBouth provides recording capabliities. The exchange
of information Is required to snable sach party to route traffic end blill propaetly.

[}
(6) The parties wiil copparate to dmhnlm the performance of thelr
mpootlvorjmworks and wii implemant joint managament controls to further
overall service integrity. ) N, '

- -e—. cwa
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H,  MCIm will assigin talaphons riumbers to te oustomers using st least
one NXX per BallSouth terlfipe exohange; pravided, that sutficlent quantities of
numberirig resources are mage avaliable to MCim.

IV.  Trénelt Tratflo with Lépe! Rxchangs Companies other than BeliSouth
(*QLECs"), Imhpondop‘n Companiea and Wireleas Providers

: L]

It dither party provideg Intermediary tandem switching and traneport services
for the other perty’s on of ite end iuser to a looal end user of: (1) an OLEC
othar that MCIm; (2) an Incymbent independent local sxchange telscommuniostions
company (“ICO"); or (3) a wireless telecommunioations service provider, the party
performing the intermediary function will bill a par minute charge of $.008 In Plorids
ond 4,002 in all other states, In either case In lleu of the local interconnection rates
set out in‘ssction HIl{A) of this Agresmant; provided, that the exchangs oartler from
whioh the csll originated and; the exchange csrrier to which the call Is to be
terminated sre Interaonnectell at the same transit point.

V. m‘uu Traffic with [X0s

A. If BellSouth providga Intermediary functions for network access servics
oonneotioh between an IXC pnd MCim for the purpose of completing intreLATA and
interLATA toll aalls, sach pafty will provids thalr ewn network acoess services to
the IXC on a meet-point N‘jl The mest-point bliling arrangement will be Multiple
Bill/8ingle Tarlff option ae detined by MECAB. BaliBouth may charge the IXC for
use of the entrance faoliity, the tandem awlitching end & mutually agreed portion of

-non-interobnnection mmpaﬂt charge. BeliSputh will not inoluds an element for the

Resldual Interoonnection Chargs (“RIC”) and MCim wiil be entitied to bill and ooliect
the appropriste RIC and/or law other applicable rate slements.

N 3 Eipoh party will provide to the other acoess records sufficlent to snabls

| billing to tlz’o IXCa. Racords ghall be provided in tha Exchange Message Record

format, BellCors $tandard BX 010_-200-010. as amended.

1 1
C. (1) BellBouth shali revide to MCIm, on a dally besls, Switched Access
Detall Usage data (EMR Cn::furv 1101XX records) tor oslls from IXCs thet have
trensited BaliSouth’s tendems and terminated to MCim'e swlitohing oenters.
{2) NICIm shall provide to BellSouth, dn a monthly basls, $witched Access
Summary Qsage Data (EMA Category 1180XX records) for cslis to IXCe which
originate at MCim's switehing ocenters,

(3) The parties will maill necessary billing Information on magnetio tape or
tape oartridge using EMR format to: A '

t
!
H ‘
" .

'
i t

‘ !

'l,
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I to Mc'}m ; " It to DellBouth:

C8i/NIB h &
Attention: David Carr X :
1318 Stadium Drive )
Manketo, Minnesota 86001’

or #t such other addressess tiu Intended roblplont previously shall havs designated
by written notios to the other party. :
’ §

(4) ;Tm partiea will exphangas test flips to support the initial implementation
of the processss defined In §ection V of this Agresment. Exchange of test data
wil commenoe one week attar AMA certification begine. Test data shall be sotua!
recorded ysage recorda. *

{8 :H‘h- parties shall oﬁord!nm end #xohango the bllling account reference
(BAR as defined by MECAB):and blll acoount craas reference (BACR as defined by
MECAB) numbars for mest point bllling servics. Bach party shal! notity the other If

the leve! df billing or other B,_\l\CIBACR elamonts change, resulting in a new
BAR/BACR number. | : |

(8) The parties shall nignﬂm the BIP pearosnt for aech tendem.
Vi inte)im Lods! Number Portabiitty

A. BeliSouth wilt mekg Remota Call Forwerding (“RCP") evaliable as @ meens
to implemsent Interim loca! nimbsr portabliity. The partias agres to pay $1,80 per
business line (one path) per month, and $1.28 per residentlal line (one path) per
month for mach line equipped with remots aall forwarding. In addition, there will be
a charge oY §.80 for each additional path par month, The nonresurring oharge for
the »tlbllt‘hrmnt of RCF will be $28.00 par order for multiple residentlal or
business lines for one or mote end Lser customers placed on the same order within

on NPA or the ares included within an NPA,

B. IJ,o (ater than Muc%_ 31, 1997 uubouth will make a revised cost study for
RCF avallable for review by §ACim under an sppropriate confidentiality agresment,
Beli8outh will negotiste priod reduotions for RCF based on the resuits of such cost
study, If any such reduction’ls appropriate, which shall be effeotive thirty (30) days
ofter the dite of duch cost study. -

|

X

1 N
] :

.14




" Loe AR -4 .

FROM MC1 METRO 7863 586 6652 05.13.199¢ 1?7134 P.13

C. In those instances E&m toll traf{lo Is terminated to a number ported to
MCim using RCF, then BeliSouth will bill agcess o the IXC under the mm point

errsngements agtesd 10 In 8gotion V hersof. Notwithstanding the foregoing, i
MCim Is directly Interoonnedted to MCI Telpoommunicationa Corporation and te
ATA&T Corporation for traffld other than that which involves a remots eall forwarded
cail, then PeliSouth wiil remit 1o MCim all sooses revenuss that it le entitied to
charge any IXC. Altheugh thie provision will provide access revenues to MCim for
traffio |n;13Mng IXC's with which it is not gireotly Interconnacted, the parties have

resched this agresment beoduse It Is adminlatratively effiolent and convenlent for
BeliSouth. ' 1 | ;

l ]
Vil. Certain Othur Servioss !

‘ |
Certaln other hllsout!n services shall be provided as aet forth in Appendix B.

i
VIll,  Unblindied Network Eisments, Looal Resale, and Permanent Loosl Number

Portabliity ". ,

' 1 .

Exogpt as otharwipe plovided hereln, the parties have not come to agresment
on tha Issuss of unbundied ristwork siements, local resale and permanent local
number portabliity snd, as sych, thess lssuss will remain outside the soope of this
Agresmant. Both parties agrge to continue to negotiate in good falth on these
issuss. The provisions In Vii hbove will not prejudice positions the parties may take
in suoh Mgotmlom orin latery procoedings where tarms and conditions
governing the purchess of such servioss from BeliBouth are at lssue.

. i
DX Liabitty and indemnifgetion _
A Uabilty Cap. | :

. {
(1) With redpact to eny oleim or sult, whether based In contract, tort or any
other theory of legal Habliity,;by MCim, any MCim customer or by any other person
or entity, for damages sssocisted with any of the sarvices provided by BeliSouth
pursuent to or In connection \with this Agregment, inocluding but not limited to the
lnmrlotlon; provision, preemption, termination, maintenanoce, repair or restoration
of eervice, iand eubjeot to the provisions of the remainder of this Artlcls IX,
BellBouth'q lisbllity shall be limited to an ampunt equal to the proportionate charge
for the seryice provided pursuant to this Aglesment for the period during which the
service waE atfeoted. No standing the foregoing, sleima for damages by MCim,
any MCim bustomaer or any dther parson or pntity resulting from the gross
negligence 'or willful missonduct of BeliBouth and olsims for damages by MCim
resulting from the fallure of §eliBouth to horior In one or more materis! respects any
! .
! 10
f

|
|
I
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a .
}
one or mere of the material provisions of this A hall
such Iimhation of Habllity, fie Agrooment ahal not be subject to

) . |

(2) With respect to any oleim or sulf, whether bassd In contract, tort or any
other thepry of legal lisbility, by BellSouth, eny BaliScuth customer or by eny other
peracn or entity, for demages asedcleted with any of tha services provided by
MC!m puteuant to or In conrpation with this Agresment, including but not limited
to the Instalistion, provision,’presmption, fermination, maintenanoe, repalr o
mtomlop of eervice, snd to the pjovisions of the remainder of this Article
IX, MCim's liabllity shall be lmited to an amount equal to the proportionate sharge
for the selvice provided purstient to this Agresmant for the peried during which the
ssrvice wis affedted. Notwithatanding the foregoing, olaima for damages by
BellSouth, any BeliBouth customer or any dther person or entity resulting from the
gross noall genos or wilityl misoondust of 1ICIm and olaims for demages by
BallSouth resuiting from the Wallure of MClm to honor in one or more material
respecte any ons or more of the material provisions of this Agreement shall not be
subject to'such limitation of ljabliity.

8. N.m'm party shall bo liable for on:y aot or omission of any other
telscommuynications company to the extant such othar telecommunioations
company frovides a portion af a sarvics.

C. Nelther party shall be liable for damages to the other party's terminal
location, POl ar the other party's oustomers' premises resulting from the fumishing
of a serviog, Including but not limited to the inetallation and removal of equipment
end sssoolpted wiring, exoept to the extent the demage ls caused by such party's
gross negligenos or willful m!peanduot. '

D. Notwithstanding sybsection A., tﬂo party providing services under this
Agresmant, ite affiliates and s parent company shail be Indemnitied, defended and
heid harmigas by the party reveiving auch sdrvices againet any oleim, loss or
demags ariping from tha recalving party's uss of the services provided under this
Agresment, invelving: 1) olaime for libe!, slahder, invasion of privasy or oopyright
infringement arlsing from the content of the recaiving party's own communications;
2) any olalm, loss, or demagd claimad by the receiving party's customaeria) arlsing
from suoh quatomar's use of.any service, ingluding 611/891 1, that the oustomer
has obtalned from the receiving :‘nny and thist the recelving party has obtained
from the supplying party undsr this Agreament; or 8) all other claims arlsing out of
an sot of omission of the rechiving party in the courss of using servioes provided
pursuent to this Agresmant. | Netwithatending the toregoing, to the extent that »
olaim, loss or damage s caussd by the .rouI negligenoe or wilitul misconduct of »

, |
{ .
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supplying party the recelvinglparty shall Have no ebligation to Indemnify, defend
and hol?hcm\un the ouppngq ng party hereunder. ‘ fridete

) ) i
.. Neither party guarghtess or makes any wartanty with respect to its
services When ussd In an exgiosive atmosphers. Notwithatanding subsection A.,
each party shall be indemnifigd, defended and heid harmieas by the other party or
the other party's customer friom any and all alaima by any parson relsting to the
other party or the other party's customer'y ues of services so provided,

F. INo liosnse under piitents (other than the limited lioensa to use in the
oourse of using b servios prokided pursusrit to this Agresment) le granted by one
party to the other or shall be!)mpiled or erige by estoppel, with respect to any
service lmd pursuant to this Agreemant. Notwithstanding subsection A., the
party providing & servios purguant to this Agresment wiil defend the party recalving
such service against olaims &Y patent infringement srising solely from the use by
the recelving party of such egrvice end wiil indemnity the recelving party for any
damages gwarded based sol¢ly on such clajms, Buch indemnifioation shall not,
howsver, pxtend to olsims fqr patent infringement to the extent the alleged
infringemant resuite from: i -

(1) F‘odmd:ﬂon of thﬂurvloo by sotheons other than the providing party
and/or Its puboontractors, wiare there would be no such Infringement or violation
In the abs Inoe of suoh modifieation; or . ,

(2) TM ocombination, gperation or usq of the servics with eny product, dete
or apparatys not provided bythe providing perty and/or it suboontractors, where
thers woultl bs no such Infringemant or violstion in the absence of such
oombination, eparation or usd. i

Q. *vomptly after of notios of sny claim or the commenscsment of
any actlon for which a party fnay seek inderinification pursuant to this Article 1X,
such party [the "indemnified Party®) shall prémptly give written notice to the other
party (the “indemnifying Party”} of such olnlx\“nr sction, but the fallure to so notity
the Indemnifying Party shall fjot relleve the indemnifying Party of any lisbliity it may
have to the Indemhitied Party exoept to the éxtent the indemnifying Party has
wotuelly bedn prejudiced thergby. The indemnifying Party shall be obligated to
sssume the defenss of such plaim, at its own expense. indemnified Party shall
oooperste with the lndommfgnq Party's raasonsble regquests for assistance or
information relating to sush @aim, at the Indémnifying Party's expense. The
indemnitied Party ehall have fhe right to pertioipate In the investigation and defense
of such cleitn or astion, with'separate counsyl chosen and pald for by the
indemnified Party. " !

i
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M. A party's fallure %0 previde or milclnmn servioes offered pursuant to this
Aommoht shall be axcused {o the extent such fallure ls the resuit of iebor
diftioultiep, governmental orddrs, civil scommetion, oriming! aots taksn ageinat such
party, aote of God or other ifoumstances beyond such perty's ressonsbls oontrol,

X Trdstment of Proprietaty snd Confidprial Information

A. ' Both parties agres that it may l necedssry to provide sash other during
the term of this Agresment with certain oonfidential information, ineluding but not
limited to 'trade escrets, techiioal and business plans, teshnical information,
propossle; specifications, drawings, procedures, oustomer ascount dats, oall detall
records and Iike Information (hereinafter aolectively referred to as *Information”),
"Information” may be diso in written ’r other tangible form (Inoluding on
magnetic media) or by oral, veua! or other . Regarciess of the means of
disclosure, Information shall he protected by the recelving party pursuant to the
terms of this Artiole X providged that suoh Information should reasonably have beesn
undtrotooj by the recelving garty, because of lagends or other merkings, the

r

ciroumetances of disclosure gr the nature of the information itas!f, to be proptietary
and confidential to the discloging party. Eeph party agrees that the information it

reodives shail not be copled @r reproduced in any form except to the extent
reasonably necessery to such party's exerolse of ite rights or parformance of Its
obligationg pursuant to this Agreement. Eath party agress to proteot the
Iinformation received from dwﬁbuﬂon, disclpeure or dissemination to anyone exoept
its employdes with a nasd 1o know such information, Each party will use the same
standerd of oare to proteot information recelved as it would use to protect its own

confidentisl and proprietary information.

: ]

B. Q"lotwuﬂmndma foragoing, beth parties agres that there will bs no
obligation to protest eny portion of information thet ls elther 1) made publicly
avallgble b'y the owner of the Information or iewtully disciosed by a nonparty to this
Agresment; 2) lawfully obtained from any squrce other thah the owner of the
information; 3) préviously knpwn to the recgiving party without an obligation to
keep It confidantial; or 4) Inddpendently developed by the recelving party without
use of the [nformation recelvpd. i

C. Disclosurs of Informetion molvod'uhall not be prohibited to the extent
such disclopure ls compelied by a court or nlatrative agenoy having jurlsgiotion
over the regelving party or ls otherwise required by law, In suoh event, howevsr,
the recelving party shall use teasonable efforte to netify the other party prior to
meking such disclosure and shall sooperate Iin the other party's efforts to objeot to

'.
!
T
|
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such disclosure of to obtain @nﬂdﬁnﬂﬂ tu‘:tmnnt of the information to be

disclosed. i
| {

D. TThie Article X shall ‘survive the toLmlnaﬂon or expiration of this
Agresmen} with respeot to any information disciosed by one party to the other
while this Agreerhent was In effect. All Infprmation shall be returned to the
disclosing party within @ reageonable time following the disclosing party's request or
the termingtion 0! expiration of this Agresment, whichever Is seriiest.

Xi.  Resblution of Disputes, |
On § non-exclusive bagls, the parties ’lom that any dispute that arlses as to
the interpriptation of any provision of this Ajresment or as to the proper
implemantstion of this Agresment may be brought befors the appropriate Stats
Commlesion or Commissions for a resolutioh of the dispute. However, sach party
reserves any rights It may have to sesk juditial review of any ruling made by e
Commiselan conoarning thle Agresment or to seak resolution of a dispute before
sny other federal or stste body or tribunal, |

i
X, u»v\\ution of Use _ :

The ‘parties agres that this Agresment shall not be profferad by elther party In
any Jurlediotion as evidence of any conosssion or as & walvér of any position taken
by the other party In that Jurr!ctlon or for lhm/ other purposs,

Xill. Walvers

Any fallure by either p‘nv to Inelet w'bon the etriot performance by the other
party of .1/ of the provisions of this Agreement shall not be deemed & waiver of

|

sny of the jprovisions of this Agreament, and each party, notwithstanding such
fallure, shall havs the right thereatter to Inslst upon the spacific performance of any
and gll of the provisiens of this Agresment. .

]
XIV. Govhening Law ,

This Agresment shall e governed by, and conetrued and enferoed In
ecoordenod with, the laws of the State of Georgla, without regerd to Ita conflict of
laws prinoipies, shd the federal Communioations Act of 1934, as amended by the
Telssomminications Aot of 1608, . i

! !
I
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XV. Publicity | F

)

-—————— et — ————

The parties Intend to idsus s joint press relsass announcing this Agrsement
upon lts skecution, Nelther party will lssus ‘any other public announcsment or
otherwlies publioize the ex or termas of this Agresment without the sensant
of the othér; provided, that riething shall pravent the partiss from communicating
the tarmae pf this ‘Agresmant 1 any lecal, state or federal entity having jurisdiotion
over or an Intereat in ite .ubi_qot matter, notwithatanding 8ection Xil sbove.

XVl Noﬂ:o» by ,
; {
A ?my notice, oomq&at, approval, or other communioations required or

contemplated by this Agreament shall be In writing and sha!l be dellvered in person
or glven by postage prepald ihail, address to:

Be!i8outh i‘olooOMmunlcnlofit. Ino. : MCimetro Access Transmisslon :
' Services, ine.

i
i
I 8821 Leesburg Pike

| Vienna, VA 22182

with e oopy to:

MCI Communieations
Corporation

1001 Pennsylvania Ave,, NW.
Waeshingten, DC 20006
Attention: Qensral Counael

-, SeTESE . -

i
i
;
1
1
1
‘
!

. - ‘
or st suoh pther dddresses the Intended reciplent previously shall have designated
by written inotice to the othq; perty. :

B. Where specifically dequired, mﬂu‘} shall be by oertified or regleterad mall,
Unless othprwiss provided irf this Agresment, notios by mall shail be sffective on
the date it Ia officlally recorded as dellvered by return recelpt or equivelent, and In
the absencs of auoh record ¢f dellvery, it shell be prasumad to have been dellvered

the fitth day, or next businege day after tm'iﬂfth day, after it was deposited in the
malls. ¢ ‘ . '

' ]
'
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XVii. Iritm Agresment ', Il

) |
Ths Agrdemaent sete firth the entirp understending snd supersedes priar
sgreamente between the partiea relsting to the subject matter contained hereln and

mergens a!l prior dlsoussions iy n them, end nalther party shall bs beund by any

definition, condition, provieioh, repressntetion, watranty, covanant or promiss other

than as expressly stated in tifls Agreement or ae Is contemperansously or

subsequently set forth in writing and execlited by e duly suthorized offloer or
representative of the party te; be bound théreby.

XV, cJ.umm : | '

This Agreement may bp exscuted !n‘.two or more ocounterparts, sach of

which shail be deemsd an originat and ail.of which tegether shall constitute one and
the same Instrument. !

BeiSouth Telecommunisatiors, Ino.  © MCimetro Asosss Trnemiseion
| , . lno. ,
BY: 0 ' M L BY: j
. Slgnature i . gnature ‘
Name: QZ%W&M@’" ‘ Name: ﬂh% bd Ve S
Frirfted Name f tad Name
T Hesident - B34 | rivee: chisf agw},‘m officer

}

l

'.
!
‘ .
a
i

|
|
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. |
ATTAOHMENT A ?
The stete Eopoomc looal lntoroéannootlon fﬂ}l ara o8 follows:
AYATE | : | BATR
Florida | ' $0.0114
Georgle ; 0.01
Tonnesses* l i 0.019
Alabama ? " 0.01
North Cardlina ’* g 0.013

{ |

No additional charges for ocllecation, cntnr:\cu facliities or additional transport
services will apply unless mutually agreed.

¢\t durlna’tho term of this A‘&mmom the '}mmm loca! awitohing rate is reduced
in Tennessse from $0.0176 the lntoroonnoQtlon rate for Tennssses will be reduced

by the sanje dollar amount, ; .
B¢

i
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ATTACHMENT B !

[}
J

Thb partids agres to the following tétme and condition delineated balow
murdlng'_ the following featutes, functlomi and capabllities:

. Acbess to 911/2811 @nmunoy Nc+wm

A, Forbasio 811 efevics, BellBolth will provide to MCim a list conelsting
of each municipality in sach state covered under this Agresment that subscribes to
Basic 811 aarvice. The liet will also provids, It known, the E9811 conversion date
for eaoch Mmuniclipality and, fos network routing purposes, a ten-diglt dirsctory
numbet rapresenting the sppfopriste emergency answering position for each
municipaiity subdoribing to 911, MCim will arrange to accept 911 oalls from Its
ond users in muriicipalities that subsoribe to Basic 811 service and transiate the
911 oall tb the appropriate 10-digit direstory number & stated on the list provided
by BeliSoyth. MCIm will route thet oall to PeliBouth at the spproprinte tandem of
ond offics, When a muniolpelity convarts to E§11 service, MCim shall discontinue
the Besic 511 procedures -n'; begin the E811 procedures, set forth In subsection
(®), below, a s

8.  For E811 servicy, MCim shall Inetali 8 minimum of two dedlosted
trunke origineting from MCIint's serving wirg center and terminating to the
approprigtp EB11 tendem. The dedioated ttunks shall be, at minimum, D8O leve!
trunke configured either as 8 2 wire analog Interface or as part of a digital (1.844
Mb/e) intetface. Either oconfiguration shall use CAMA type signaling wih
muititrequéncy (MF) pulsing fhat will delive! automatic number identificstion (AN
with the vbics portion of the.call. if the uo#r Intorface is digital, MF puises, as well
sa other AC signals, shall be snhooded per the u-285 Law convention. MClm willl
proviie BeliBouth updates ta the ES11 database In » timely manner.

C.  If a municlpality has oonvomd'.to ES11 eervice, MCim will forward
911 calis to the sppropriste £911 primary tindem, slong with ANI, based upon the
ourrent 811 and offlos to tendem homing grrangemant as provided by BeliSouth.
it the pﬂm#ry tantiem trunks sre not avalizble, MCim will alternatively routs the call
tos dulgrttod 7+dig't local pumbaer residing in the appropriate PEAP, This oall will
be transpolted ovpr BellSouth’s Interoffice network and wiil not carry the AN of
the osliing party. . .‘ «

3
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Cim agres tdct the prastiess and procedures oontained
! arrier Quide Ror Reallity-Baged Providers (*LEC Carrier
Guide®), ps it is amended frof time to during the term of this Agresmaent by
BeliSouth with the sgreement of MCim, shall determine the appropriste pracedures

and prngou of the parties i to the provision of 911/2819 Access. The LEC

D, BeliSouth and
in the E8 11 Looa! Exohange

Guide ahell st a minimum Inciude, or Be!8outh shall separately provids, ALl

detebses update proosdures, /911 trunk regtoration proosdures, snd specia! handiing
preccdur‘

E. . I MCim req
at MCim’p option, purchase
either Iclfsouth'i intrestate
sccess sarvices taritf,

s for operator assisted smargendy oalls.

tranaport to 'the BeliSouth 911 tandem, MCim may
transport from BellSouth st rates set forth In
witched lccnrl servioes terift or intrastate speciel

F.  BeliBouth obtein] for MCim a0dess to and coples of applicable Master
Strest Address Guides (MSADs) and cbteln updates for MCim.

0.  Whare BeliSouth le responsiblp for maintananos of the E811 datebaae
end can bp compensated for. maintaining MCim’s information by the munielpality
BeliSouth shall séek such cofnpanestion. BellBouth may seek oompensation for its
ooats from MCim only If sndto the extent PeliSouth is unable to obtain such
compenestion fram the munigipality. 30 days of the date of thia Agreement
BeliSouth phall idantify for MCIm those municipalities for whioh BeliSouth will seek
compenaation from MCim -n£ the amount of such compensation,

il Dlriotow limlnne and Direotory bution
A. ' Beliffouth will tﬂrmco to lnnlu*n the primary lieting of sach MCim

customaer In the residentis! of business white pages directories, as appropriate, as
well as the directory assistarjoe dutabass, 8p long as MCim provides information to
BeliSouth In a manner compdtible with Beli§outh’s operational systems, A primary
Histing lo defined ¢s either thy MCim sssignad number for @ customer or the
oustomer'q numbar for whicl Service Proviger Number Portablility service is

provided, but not both numbprs,

8. | BeliSouth wil ubur Mcirl to: 1) print MCim’a customers’
primary listings In the white bages aireotories as sppropriate; 2) distribute directory
books annyally to MCim's ogstomers; 3) ole MCim’s customers’ directory
books; and 4) maintain the Directory Assietince dutabese. The parties agres to
cooperste tﬂth each other iriformulating appropriate procedures regarding lead
time, timel{ness, format and tfwmnt of linting information.

10
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C; Additional Hatings end aptiorial listings may be provided by BellSouth
st the retes set forth in the Qeneral Bubegriber Servioes Tarlf as the taiff Is
emended from time to time during the torf of this Agresment,

|

A. lnlllouth agreeq to oompenspte MCim, pursuant to MCim's publighed
oﬂglnltl switghed scoess gharges, Iml ing the databass query charge, for the
oﬂglnutf of 800 traffic terminated to Be Gouth.

i, oo‘o Tratflo

l. i MCim will provige to Iolllouén the appropriate records neosseary for
BallSouth to bill BallBouth's 1FraLA‘I‘A 800 customars. The records provided by

MCim will be In » standerd EMR format for a feo, pald by BeliSouth to MCim, of
$0.03 pﬂ‘ record.

I f

C.. If MCim providep 800 servioey to its end users during the term of thia
Agreemeny, It agess t0 sate BeliSouth, pureuant to BellBouth’s originating
twltchod}coou charges, ingluding the detabase query charge, for the originaticn
of 800 traffio terminate to MCim, BeliBouth agress to provide MCim the
mpropmtb recorlis for MCint to bill its 800 oustomers. The records provided will
be In ¢ stenderd BMR format ifor s fee, pald by MCim to BellBouth, of $0.018 per
mmd ] !

D. . If during the term of this AgnJmnnt. BeliSouth Is permitted to provide
interLATA 800 servioss, BeliBouth will compensate MCim for the origination of
euch trafflé pursuant to subagotion A, above. MCim shall provide the appropriate
records for billing pursuant t wbuctlon l.‘&bovo.

B 1 MCIm utliiss BeliBouth’s oob detabase for query purposes only, the
rates end chargas shall be sajset forth in Be{lBouth’s Intrastate Access 8ervices
Toritt, as ahid tarlt! Is amendpd from time to time during the tarm of this
Agresment,

=g

P. . Should MCIm reRuire 800 m&- Ten Diglt Borsening Service from
BoliSouth, h shall have signaiing transfer polnts oonneoting directly to BeliBouth’s
laca! or regional signaling trapsfer point for service control peint detabess query
lnformuﬂon. MCim shall utilize 887 Glaml!ng links, porte and usage from
BeliSouth’s Intrestpte Services Teritf, MCim will not utitize switehed
socess FGD servich. 800 Aogess Ten Diglt $crsening Servics Is sn originating
sarvioe that is provided via 800 Bwitohed Acosse Servioe trunk groups from
BeliSouth’s 88P equipped endl offlos or acoeds tandem providing sn IXC
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identifiegtion function and n&ww of oall'to the IXC based on the disisd ten digit
numbaer.  The rates and charges for sald sarvice shall be ae eet forth in BellSouth’s

Intrastety Acceds Servioes Tyriff as said tarltf is amended from time to time during
the term of this Agresment, ; ’

y {
v, onm Bervioes

Signaling :

A, The parties agreae to mmt’v.ully‘i provide busy line verification and
emergengy interrupt services; pursuant to qach perty’s published Tarifis as the
Toeritfs srp amanded from tire to time during the term of this Agresment, The

parties agree to coopsrate WAth each other in formulating appropriate engineering
solutiona for this service. !

B.' BeliSouth willa
Tarltfs ard amentiad from ti

©d
o offer to MCim, pursuant to published taritf as the
to time during the term of this Agrasment, Directory
Aselstanch Acosss Bervice, Qirectory Assistance Call Completion Access Service
and Numbar Services Int t Access Beryioss. The offering of Directory
Assistanos Call Completion Aocess Service and number Services Interoept Access
Setvioes i# subject to state cpmmission mibrwal.

C. . Delifouth wili r MCim llmi information Inte ke Line information
Database [“LIDB”) pursuant to the terma ard oonditions to be contained In an
agreement to ba negotiated, Which agresment sheil be Inoorporated herein and
made a part heredf by referepice. MCim’s ptesence in BeliSouth’s LIDB will enable
MCim’s enid users to particippte or not participate in aiternate bitling arrangements
suoh s cdlieot or third numbser bllled calla. .

i
i
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L SGRY TRAFER Vol 1
EXEC.TVEDREZTCS
TEEE W YNTELL

:-‘:».a»:?z” EXES.™:vE SECEET2EN
@rorgia Public Serbice Commission
264 WASHNGTON STREET, SW
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334-5701
(404)858-4521 OR 1(802,282-5813 ,
July 3, 1995 3 te: Delact o, 57O -1

Dear Member of the Georgia Telecommunications Industry:

As you know, the Telecommunications Competition and Development Act (SB 137)
requires that all Local Exchange Carriers (LECs) implement “number portability” as soon as
reasonably possible after shown to be economically and technically feasible and in the public
interest, and that access to local telephone numbering resources and assignments shall be made
available on equitable terms. The Act authorizes competition for local exchange services, in
reliance on market based competition as the best mechanism for the selection and provision of
needed telecommunications services.

In order to further the goals of the Act, and to further a results-oriented dialogue among
the industry and with the Commission, the GPSC has scheduled a Number Portability and
Administration Workshop for August 16th and 17th. The GPSC invites you to participate in
that Workshop. '

The Workshop is viewed by the GPSC as part of a process, not just an event. The
Mission of that process is:

Obtain information and industry consensus to the extent feasible on the necessary
modifications to allow number portability as soon as reasonably possible, technically and
economically. Also, obtain information and industry consensus to the extent feasible on
access to local telephone number resources and assignments, recognizing the scarcity of
such resources and adopted national assignment guidelines and Commission rules.

The focus of the process is [:su.hs;gn_:m_:d The GPSC desires to identify areas where consensus
can be reached, and also any remaining areas where there may be differences regarding policy
direction or facts.

An agenda for the Workshop is attached.  Also attached is a registration form, please fill
it out and retumn it promptly. '

As part of this process, the GPSC staff is issﬁing requests for information to all members
of the Georgia telecommunications industry. This information is important to progress in this
matter, and accordingly responses are due by July 26, 1993.

3
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The GPSC stafT is being assisted in this matter by Ostrander Consulting (Bion Ostrander
and David Brevitz). If you wish to discuss matters related to the Workshop and this process. they
may be reached at (913) 272-8673. Also, you may be contacted by them during this process, and
if you are we request your continued cooperation. We all have a large mission to accomplish in
ensuring a smooth transitioa to competition in telecommunications, and your cooperation is
greatly appreciated. .

B B Knowles
Director, Utilities Division
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COMMISSIONERS:

BOB DURDEN, CHAIRMAN e e

e Lo T WILLIAM J. DOVER
DAVID N. (DAVE) BAKER EmeEe NOV 7 1999 EXECUTIVE omsc¥on
ROBERT B. (BOBBY) BAKER el S " TERRI M LYNDALL
MAC BARBER EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
STAN WISE
executive Secre‘.a'v ‘
@rorgia Public Fervice Cominrssionsin

244 WASHINGTON STREEY SW
ATLANTA. GEORGIA 30334-5701
1404) 656-4501 OR 1 (B0O0) 282.5813

Docket No. 5840-U

NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

TO: (a) Legislative Counsel - State of Georgia
(b)  All Parties of Record - Docket No. 5840-U
(c)  All Local Exchange Companies in Georgia
(d)  All Interexchange Carriers in Georgia
(¢) Consumer’s Utility Counsel of Georgia
(f) Affected Commission Staff
(g) All Parties on GPSC Telecommunications and Utility Rulemaking Mailing
List

FROM: Georgia Public Service Commission
244 Washington Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334

IN RE: Consideration of Rule Concerning Local Number Portability pursuant to the
Telecommunications and Competition Development Act of 1995

All interested parties are hereby notified pursuant to Ga. Laws 1964, pp. 338, 342, as
amended (Official Code of Georgia Annotated ("0.C.G.A.") § 50-13-4) that the Georgia Public
Service Commission ("Commission”) intends to consider the adoption of a proposed rule
concerning local number portability pursuant to, and generally establishing a framework for
further rules that will implement the Telecommunications and Competition Development Act of
1995 (Section 2 of 8.B. 137), O.C. G A. § 46-5-160 e seq., and in particular O.C.G.A. §§ 46-
5-168(b) and 46-5-170.

The Commission proposes that the rule become effective as provided by law twenty days
after approval in the regularly scheduled Administrative Session on December 19, 1995 and
subsequent filing with the Secretary of State.
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1. NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING
A. Introduction and Jurisdiction

The Georgia Public Service Commission is charged with implementing and administering
Georgia’s new Telecommunications and Competition Development Act of 1995 (Section 2 of
S.B. 137), 0.C.G.A. § 46-5-160 er seq. (hereafter "the Act”). As a part of this responsibility,
the Commission finds it appropriate to issue a new rule generally establishing the framework for

such implementation and administration, and relating in particular to portability of local telephone
numbers.

Under 0.C.G.A. § 46-5-162(13), ’portability’ means the technical capability that permits
a customer to retain the same local telephone number at the same customer location regardless
of the provider of the local exchange service. The Act at 0.C.G.A. § 46-5-170 also provides
that all local exchange companies shall make the necessary modifications to allow portability of
local numbers between different certificated providers of local exchange service as soon as
reasonably possible after such portability has been shown to be technically and economically
feasible and in the public interest.

Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 46-5-168(b)(10), the Commission’s jurisdiction includes the
authority to direct telecommunications companies to make investments and modifications
necessary to enable portability. Where necessary and appropriate, the Commission may issue
orders in specific cases. See 0.C.G.A. § 46-5-168(a). The Commission may also implement
and administer the Act through rule-making proceedings (id.), and finds that the adoption of a
rule will help establish guidelines and a framework for local number portability that will further
assist in the Act’s overall goal of fostering a competitive telecommunications market in Georgia.

Recognizing that other rules will be developed in other dockets in order to implement the
Act, the Commission is also using this rulemaking to establish the overall framework for these
new rules through the use of a new chapter 515-12-2.

B. Synopsis and Explanation of Proposed Rule

The primary purpose of the proposed rule is to establish a framework with guidelines and
a schedule for local number portability. It contains provisions regarding the identification,
selection and implementation of a solution for mid-term to long-term number portability, with
certain requirements for service quality and reliability. There are provisions for the selection and
compensation of a service provider who would administer the database expected to be a part of
a mid-term to long-term solution. The proposed rule allows for the use of an interim solution
subject to certain quality and reliability requirements. It rule also contains provisions regarding
the recovery of costs associated with these activities.
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